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HISTORICAL STATEMENT

Prairie View A&M University, a member of the Texas A&M University System and the second
oldest public institution of higher education in Texas, originated in the Texas Constitution of 1876.
Having already established the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas (later to be named Texas
A&M University) in 1871, legislators pledged in the Texas Constitution of 1876 that “separate schools
shall be provided for the white and colored children, and impartial provisions shall be made for both.” On
August 14, 1876, the Texas Legislature authorized the "Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas,
established for colored youths" and placed responsibility for its management with the Board of Directors
of the Agricultural and Mechanical College at Bryan. The Alta Vista College for Colored Youths opened
at Prairie View, Texas on March 11, 1878.

The Texas Legislature authorized the original curriculum in 1879 to be that of a "Normal School"
for the "preparation and training of colored teachers." This curriculum was expanded to include the arts
and sciences, home economics, agriculture, mechanical arts, and nursing. The Twentieth Legislature in
1887 added in “the Agriculture & Mechanical Department” to the official school name of Prairie View
State Normal School. Prairie View was established as a Land Grant College in 1890 (Second Morrill
Act). The four-year senior college program began in 1919.

In 1945, the name of the institution was changed from Prairie View Normal and Industrial College
to Prairie View University. In 1947, the Texas Legislature changed the name to Prairie View A&M
College of Texas and provided that "courses be offered in agriculture, the mechanics arts, engineering,
and the natural sciences connected therewith, together with any other courses authorized at Prairie View
at the time of passage of this act, all of which shall be equivalent to those offered at the Agricultural and
Mechanical College of Texas at Bryan." On August 27, 1973, the name of the institution was changed to
Prairie View A&M University, and its status as an independent unit of the Texas A&M University System
confirmed.

In 1983, the Texas Legislature proposed a constitutional amendment to restructure the Permanent
University Fund (PUF) to include Prairie View A&M University as a beneficiary of its proceeds. The
1983 amendment also dedicated the University to enhancement as an “institution of the first class" under
the governing board of the Texas A&M University System. The constitutional amendment was approved
by the voters on November 6, 1984. In January 1985, the Board of Regents of the Texas A&M
University System responded to the 1984 Constitutional Amendment by stating its intention that Prairie
View A&M University become ™"an institution nationally recognized in its areas of education and
research.” The Board also resolved that the University receive its share of the Available University Fund.

In March 1999, Office of Civil Rights officials indicated that they had reached a preliminary
conclusion that disparities traceable to de jure segregation still existed at Prairie View A&M University.
As a result, a select committee in mid-2000 agreed that the university should be enhanced. In 2001, the
77" Texas Legislature approved funding to support the state commitment to the Office of Civil Rights
Priority Plan. This additional funding, the “Texas Commitment,” allowed the institution to expand its
program offerings and construct new buildings. The first Ph.D. student was graduated in December 2004,
and enrollment in all doctoral programs reached a new high in fall 2006.
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A Brief Chronology of
Prairie View A&M University

February 1876: Texas State Representative William H. Holland submits an “act to
establish an agricultural and manual school for colored youths of the state.”

August 14, 1876: The Fifteenth Legislature authorizes the creation of the “Agricultural
and Mechanical College of Texas,” “established for colored youths.”

1877: The state takes title to 1,388 acres in Waller County for the site of the college.
March 11, 1878: Alta Vista College for Colored Youth opens with eight students.

1878. L.W. Minor of Mississippi named the first Principal (1878-1879).

April 19, 1879: The school is renamed “Prairie View State Normal School.” The school
is the first coeducational public institution of higher learning in the state.

1885: First diplomas granted.

1887: The Twentieth Legislature adds “the Agriculture & Mechanical Department” to
the official school name.

1890: The institution becomes a Land Grant College (Second Morrill Act, 1890).
1899: The institution renamed Prairie View Normal and Industrial College.

1901: The institution begins offering a four year course of study.

1918: The Prairie View Training School for nurses established.

1919: Four year senior college program began.

1921: First four year degree offered.

1930: College of Arts and Sciences established.

1937: Division of graduate studies added.

1939: First Masters degree granted.

1945: Prairie View Normal and Industrial College renamed Prairie View University.
1947: Prairie View University renamed Prairie View A&M College of Texas.

1947 - 1948: Dr. E.B. Evans appointed as Principal and subsequently appointed by the

Texas A&M University Board of Directors as Prairie View’s first President.
ii
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1950: School of Engineering established.

1958: The institution accepted for membership in the Southern Association.
1964: First white students attend Prairie View.

1968: The Navy ROTC program established.

1972 College of Business established (degrees offered since early 1930s).

August 27, 1973: Prairie View A&M College renamed Prairie View A&M University and
is an independent unit of the Texas A&M University System.

1982: Prairie View becomes a party to U.S. Dept. of Education’s Office of Civil
Rights lawsuit.

1983: College of Nursing relocates to Texas Medical Center complex in Houston.

November 6, 1984: A constitutional amendment restructures the state’s Permanent
University Fund (PUF) to include Prairie View A&M as a beneficiary of its proceeds.

1998: School of Architecture established.

1999: College of Juvenile Justice established.

2000: University College established.

2001: The University’s first doctoral program (Ph.D. in Juvenile Justice) is offered.

2001: Funding approved by 77th Texas Legislature to support state commitment to
Office of Civil Rights (OCR) Priority Plan.

July 2002:  “Land-Grant institution by federal statute” added to Mission Statement.
2003: Dr. George C. Wright is named as the seventh president of Prairie View.
December 2004: First Ph.D. awarded (Juvenile Justice).

Fall 2007: Record enrollment of 8,382 students.

November 2007: Football team clinches most wins in over four decades.

Note: For additional historical information about the institution, see Prairie View A Study in Public Conscience 1878-1945 by
George Ruble Woolfolk (NY: Pageant Press, 1962)
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PURPOSE STATEMENT

The State of Texas, through amendment of the State Education Code (Section 87.104) 2001, provides the following
university purpose:

Section 87.104. PURPOSE OF THE UNIVERSITY. In addition to its designation as a statewide general
purpose institution of higher education and its designation as a land-grant institution, Prairie View
A&M University is designated as a statewide special purpose institution of higher education for
instruction, research, and public service programs dedicated to:

@ enabling students of diverse economic, ethnic, and cultural
backgrounds to realize their full potential;

2 assisting small and medium-sized communities to achieve their optimal
growth and development; and

3 assisting small and medium-sized agricultural, business, and industrial
enterprises to manage their growth and development effectively.

Added by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 3040, ch. 795, § 1, eff. June 17, 1981. Amended by Acts 2001, 77t Leg., ch. 47, 8 1,
eff. May 3, 2001.
MISSION STATEMENT

Revised-October 2005

Prairie View A&M University is dedicated to excellence in teaching, research and service. It is committed
to achieving relevance in each component of its mission by addressing issues and proposing solutions
through programs and services designed to respond to the needs and aspirations of individuals, families,
organizations, agencies, schools, and communities--both rural and urban. Prairie View A&M University
is a state assisted institution by legislative designation, serving a diverse ethnic and socioeconomic
population, and a land-grant institution by federal statute.

Having been designated by the Texas constitution as one of the three "institutions of the first class"
(1984), the University is committed to preparing undergraduates in a range of careers including but not
limited to engineering, computer science, natural sciences, architecture, business, technology, criminal
justice, the humanities, education, agricultural sciences, nursing, mathematics, and the social sciences. It
is committed to advanced education through the master's degree in education, engineering, natural
sciences, nursing, selected social sciences, agriculture, business, and human sciences. It is committed to
expanding its advanced educational offerings to include multiple doctoral programs.

Though the University's service area has generally extended throughout Texas and the world, the
University's target service area for offering undergraduate and graduate programs of study includes the
Texas Gulf Coast Region; the rapidly growing residential and commercial area known as the Northwest
Houston Corridor; and urban Texas centers likely to benefit from Prairie View A&M University's
specialized programs and initiatives in nursing, juvenile justice, architecture, education, and social work.

The University's public service programs offered primarily through the Cooperative Extension Program
target the State of Texas, both rural and urban counties. The University's research foci include extending
knowledge in all disciplines offered and incorporating research-based experiences in both
undergraduate and graduate students’ academic development.

iv
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS

April 27, 2005

1. Strengthen the Quality of Academic Programs

2. Improve the Academic Indicators of the Student Body

3. Increase Applied and Basic Research

4. Strengthen Environmental Health and Safety Programs on the Campus

5. Achieve (and maintain) Financial Stability

6. Increase the Efficiency of University Operations

7. Promote Programs that Contribute to Student Success

8. Strengthen University Advancement Programs including fund-raising

9. Increase and Enhance the Visibility and Awareness of the University to the

Community at Large/all Stakeholders

10. Strengthen the Quality of the Athletics Program
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY
Office of the President

Organizational Chart - June 1, 2008

Mr. John D. White

Chairman, Board of Regents,

TAMU System

Mr. Robert D. McTeer
Chancellor,
TAMU System

Dr. George C. Wright
President, PVAMU

Mrs. Mary Smith

Executive Assistant I

Ms. HajLeisha Blake
Administrative Assistant

Ms. Damitra Jenkins
Administrative Secretary

I_
Ii

Dr. E. J. Thomas-Smith
Provost & Sr. Vice President
Academic Affairs

Mrs. Mary Lee Hodge
Vice President
Business Affairs

Mr. Willie Trotty
Vice President
Research & Development

Mr. Fred Washington
Vice President
Administration & Auxiliary Services

Dr. Lauretta Byars
Vice President

Student Affairs & Institutional Relations

Mrs. Carol Campbell
Director
Special Events

Mr. Fred Washington
Interim Director
Athletics
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