
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

PVAMU MOURNS THE PASSING OF SYLVESTER TURNER, 
FORMER HOUSTON MAYOR AND CONGRESSMAN  

 

PRAIRIE VIEW, Texas (March 6, 2025) - Prairie View A&M 

University President Tomikia P. LeGrande and the entire 

University community honor the life and legacy of former Houston 

Mayor and Congressman Sylvester Turner, who passed away 

leaving an indelible impact on Texas and beyond.  

 

Turner, a steadfast advocate for education and community 

empowerment, was a keynote speaker at PVAMU’s 112th 

Summer Commencement Convocation in 2023. His unwavering 

support for the University and dedication to creating opportunities 

for young people will be remembered for  

generations to come. 

President LeGrande reflected on his passing, stating, “Congressman Turner was much more than a politician. 

He was a tireless advocate for our community, and his commitment to uplifting often unheard voices was 

unwavering. He understood the power of education and the importance of each person’s personal story, no 

matter their start. His support of PVAMU was grounded in action—a testament to his belief in the potential of 

every student on ‘The Hill.’ His example showed us the importance and joy of serving others and the impact 

one individual can have on their community.” 

As the PVAMU community mourns his passing, it also celebrates his profound contributions and the enduring 

legacy of his leadership. 

For media inquiries, please contact Communications Specialist, Liz Faublas-Wallace, lswallace@pvamu.edu. 

 

### 

 

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY, founded in 1876, is the second oldest public institution of higher education in the state of Texas 

and the third largest Historically Black College/University (HBCU) in the nation. Designated as an “institution of the first class” in the 

Texas Constitution, the enrollment exceeds 9,000 students and over 80,000 graduates. PVAMU offers academic programs through 

its eight colleges and two schools, boasting degree options leading to bachelor’s to doctoral-level degrees. A Carnegie-classified 

high-research (R2) University and a member of The Texas A&M University System, PVAMU is dedicated to fulfilling its land-grant 

mission of achieving excellence in teaching, research and service. For more information, visit www.pvamu.edu.  
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